Meeting of St. Joseph’s Justice & Peace Group, Clarkston

Minutes of Meeting held on 28th October 2025 

1.Opening

The meeting opened with a prayer.
2.
Those Present  
Monica McAndrew, Marie Paterson, Charles Church, John Seenan. 
Apologies 
Michael Carroll, John Hutcheson, Anne Forsyth 
John S. apologised for the inconvenience caused to members due to his laptop having been compromised by hackers on several occasions. This has resulted in him having been unable to send reliable e-mails notifying of meetings in advance. He appreciated the help given by Monica in posting messages on the Group’s WhatsApp account.

3. 
Minutes of last meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting were approved with no amendments.
4. Justice &. Peace
Communication within the Parishes  Despite our active website (regularly updated by Monica and includes copies of minutes of our monthly meetings and extracts from the Justice & Peace Commission newsletter), John S felt there is a need to communicate with members of the parish to remind them of the existence, purpose and activities in both Justice & Peace and Care of Creation.  With a drop in numbers who regularly attend meetings, he felt it was timely and appropriate to appeal for new members to join the Group. Monica referred to a recent suggestion that we circulate a questionnaire inviting parishioners to give us their candid views on how they perceive us, what we do, and how they think we could improve how we operate and communicate with them.
John S agreed to draft a questionnaire for approval by the Group before distributing. He felt the survey should incorporate St Cadoc’s and St. Bridget’s (where we have no form of representation).
Homeless /Needy Collections We await news from John and Christine as to when they plan to hold their next collection in order that we can provide assistance.

East Ren Eco Hub We need to appoint a member to represent us at meetings of the Hub. To be considered when we have recruited new members.
Screening Videos It has been agreed that we should plan to screen David Attenborough’s video Our Oceans in the Church Hall and to link it to our Care of Creation objectives. Discussion centred on the fact that we will need to obtain a Public Video Screening Licence to screen the video legally. The film was from Silverback Films and is available globally on National Geographic, Disney, and Hulu. Members agreed to investigate the practicalities of sourcing the PSV licence and whether the Diocesan Office holds a valid one we could fall back on. Charles agreed to speak with Ronny Convery a fellow parishioner in St Cadoc’s on the subject.
Commission Update John S referred to the Commission’s regularly published newsletter which Monica scans for items of interest and which she publishes on the website. Drawing attention to the substantial amount of information in the newsletter he quoted numerous topical articles recently appearing which were attributed to Archbishop Nolan (J & P President), and which had appeared on our website.
5. Care of Creation

Current Issues Attention has focussed on the Season of Creation Conference (1st September until 4th October). Distribution of materials relevant to COP30. During November, a Mass is planned to mark COP 30.
We have yet to establish a means of communicating Care of Creation activity in each Deanery parish, minuted in meeting on 23rd September. Carry forward to November agenda.
Eco-Congregation Scotland The financial position continues to improve giving the charity confidence to continue its work into the near future. There is much attention being focussed on strengthening the regional networks which are critical to the stability of individual member churches. John S and fellow trustee Fintan Hurley (East Lothian) are planning a programme to research the strengths and weaknesses of each network nationally and to act as an exchange of best practice obtained in the research.

John and Fintan will also focus on recruiting more Catholic parishes into membership. Per September minutes there are currently approximately 45 Catholic parishes out of a total of 452 (9.96%).  This compares to the Church of Scotland with 395 out of a (declining) total of 992 (38.9%).

Award Scheme  It was greed we should consider applying for a Silver Award for the Parish. John S to determine the qualifying criteria. 

Primary Schools Initiatives  We still have to discuss and agree a programme enabling pupils from our primary schools to deliver their initiatives on Care of Creation. Discuss and agree at November meeting.

Incorporation of St John the Evangelist & St Thomas’ into Deanery Group. John S to contact each parish priest to obtain reaction to the proposal.
Viridor/ERC Speaker on Plastics Monica confirmed that neither organisation can provide a speaker on the subject. 
Activity post Summer Those present thought we ought to continue organising virtual walks aligned to pilgrim routes once the summer weather permits.
6. Pre-Election Hustings It was agreed we should start planning the next hustings meeting in the constituency in anticipation of the Holyrood elections which are planned to take place on 7th May 2026.

7. AOB 

    New Members John S. was pleased to report that he had received messages from two prospective new members interested in joining the Group. They are Sr. Kate Midgley a Columban Sister (a qualified Laudato Si Animator) and Lynne McWilliams a community engagement officer with the Jesuit Missions. Both might join future meetings when free of existing commitments.
Next Meetings  Meetings for the remainder of the year will be held on Tuesday 25th November and on Tuesday 16th December 2025.
8. Closing  The meeting closed with a prayer.
