St. Joseph’s Justice & Peace Group, Clarkston

Minutes of Meeting held on 25th March 2025 in the Church meeting room.
1.Opening

The meeting opened with a prayer.   
2.Those Present  
Charles Church, Michael Carroll, John Hutcheson, Michael Martin, and John Seenan.
Apologies 
Monica McAndrew, Neil Casey, and Marie Paterson,
3. New and resigning members 
There was no change to the membership since the last meeting.
4. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes were approved and there were no matters arising.
5. Justice & Peace 
Archbishop President’s Annual letter
This will be published in the website.

Prayer & Reflection Service
The theme of the service is aimed at focussing on the victims of war and conflict throughout the world. 
It was agreed to hold the service in the church lasting no more than 30 minutes, on a date as yet to be agreed on a Sunday afternoon during April between the 12noon and 
4pm Masses.  It will comprise the reading of selected prayers with a pause between each to allow participants to reflect on the prayers and their context.  John S. suggested including illustrations of victims of war on the overhead projector but there may not be enough time to organise this given the material needed and the people involved.  It was suggested and agreed that we might want to extend an invitation to members of other churches in the area to attend. 
Fr. Fitzpatrick has approved the range of prayers to be used during the service which were drawn from Jesuit and Pax Christie websites. These were circulated to those present John S. having classified them into what he considered would be most appropriate given their length and content. 

John S. agreed to deliver the opening address based on the Holy Father Pope Francis’ message for the LVIII World Day of Peace on 1st January 2025. 
We need group members to volunteer to read the selected prayers. 
John S. will design a poster advertising the event. 
Collection for the Homeless
The idea of re-introducing an annual collection for the homeless involving the Salvation Army has been dropped since the goods donated will require to be stored in the hall overnight since the Salvation Army don’t do collections on a Sunday.  
It was agreed as an alternative that we support the collection service set up and regularly run by John and Christine Hutcheson for Help the Homeless Glasgow.  The collections are well established and disciplined, and John H welcomed the idea of our support since the collections will be ongoing for the foreseeable future.  
6. Care of Creation 

Winter Savings Initiatives

It was considered more appropriate to focus on a range of initiatives rather than narrowly concentrating on winter. John H reported his close involvement with local schools where pupils are keen to get involved in promoting their initiatives to the Church.  He has spoken with the head teachers at each school who spoke of their pupils’ participation in the Pope Francis Awards and the Laudato Si programme.  It was suggested that since many of the children are well versed in delivering messages to audiences, we should to consider using them to introduce their ideas and initiatives from the pulpit during Sunday Masses.
Carbon Footprint & Walk to Church 

It was agreed that we organise another walk similar to last year’s Camino.  Monica and Chris McLaughlin had designed a computer programme capable of plotting a virtual pilgrimage aligned to each walk, and Neil had sourced a form for recording mileage covered weekly by each participating parishioner. Both can be used again this year. 
Care of Creation Office
There had been no meeting to report on since we last met but members are progressing with assessment work on determining the environmental status of church buildings.   This exercise has now been completed in Paisley Diocese. 

Eco Congregation Scotland
It was previously reported that the financial position has been temporarily stabilised following the reduction in hours being worked by staff plus the response to an appeal made to members during the Annual Gathering. A new fundraising group has been established to examine means of raising revenue.  An income stream has been generated from the sale of electricity to churches which have signed up to the Net Zero programme linked to the installation of solar panels. The longer-term funding shortfall, however, remains precarious pending an alternative to the grant funding now withdrawn by the Scottish Government.  Provision needs to be made to re-instate staff working hours since this is having a detrimental impact on the completion of certain key tasks.
Polina Riabukha /East Renfrewshire Climate Hub
It had been previously agreed that we join the new Hub established by the East Renfrewshire Council. 

Monica has received an invitation from Climate Ready Clyde (a group linked to East Renfrewshire Climate Hub) to attend a gathering of hubs on Tuesday 13th May ’25 from 9:30am until 14:30 at The Broadwalk in central Glasgow.  Monica is hoping to attend and others wishing to do so can order free tickets on: https://www.eventbright.co.uk/e/glasgow-city-region-climate-action-hubs-gathering-tickets-1291235633539?aff=oddtdcreator
7.Justice & Peace Commission

Ann-Marie Clements (Catholic Social Teaching Engagement Officer) will be speaking at two events during Lent sharing her experience from her recent visit to Jerusalem with Archbishop Nolan for the Holy Land Coordination 2025.  The talks will be held on Saturday 5th April starting at 3pm in St. Peter in Chains Ardrossan and on Tuesday 8th April starting at 7.30pm in the Diocesan Centre Motherwell.  No advance booking required. 
8. Eastwood Ecumenical Peace & Justice Forum

John S reminded the meeting that although the Forum had been disbanded, in view of its success and the way it was supported by constituents that we had agreed to allow the pre-election hustings meetings to continue to be organised by former members of the Forum within the framework of St. Joseph’s J &. P Group.  Such hustings will be promoted as a Forum event in the interest of maintaining the ecumenical/multi denominational manner which have characterised past events.  

9. AOB

Michael M. referred to the significance of the Government’s proposed realignment of PIP and Disability Benefits which will impact on the poorest in society.  
10. The meeting ended with a closing prayer.
