Meeting of St. Joseph’s Justice & Peace Group, Clarkston

Minutes of Meeting held on 25th November 2025 

1.Opening

The meeting opened with a prayer.
2. Attendance
Those Present  
Monica McAndrew, Charles Church, John Seenan. 
Apologies 
Michael Carroll and Marie Paterson.
3. 
Minutes of last meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting were approved. Monica noted the following correction: Contrary to what was stated, Viridor are willing and able to provide us with a speaker about plastics recycling and we have a named contact in their Community Benefits Office.

4. Justice &. Peace

Promoting our activity to the Parish  
and distribution of questionnaire

John S. felt that there is a need to bring parishioners up to date with the latest developments in both Justice & Peace and Care for Creation and that more needs to be done to motivate parishioners to become actively involved in environmental issues. He has asked Fr. Dan for permission to address the congregation on the issue. He was agreeable to the idea in principle; he thought it would be logical to link it with Justice & Peace Sunday at the start of the new year. Those present agreed with this and John will draft a form of words for delivery at all Masses that weekend. Monica’s suggestion at last month’s meeting that a questionnaire should be circulated to all parishioners seeking their views on our Group will go ahead. We will aim to distribute the questionnaire at the end of Masses at which the talk is delivered. The survey should include St. Cadoc’s and St. Bridget’s parishes.
Homeless /Needy Collections We await news from John and Christine Hutcheson as to when they plan to hold their next collection in order that we can provide assistance.

East Ren Eco Hub the appointment of a member to represent us on the Hub will be given consideration once we have a greater number of members in attendance. 
Screening Videos Following the decision taken last month to screen Sir David Attenborough’s video Our Oceans in the church hall, various members have tried to establish whether we require a Public Video Screening Licence in advance of the event. We have yet to receive a reply to enquiries made about the need for a PVS licence to schools in the area and to the Paisley Diocesan office.  From her research, Marie Paterson has suggested a means of legally circumventing the problem. 
Commission Update   Monica will continue to scan the Commission’s newsletter for items of interest which she will publishes on the website. This is an onerous task given the amount of detail which appeared on last month’s publication. 
Monica drew attention to current campaigns on the Commission’s agenda including the Right to Life, Care not Kill and the concerning amendments to the Abortion Law in Scotland.
Meetings during 2026
It was agreed that meetings will continue to be held on the last Tuesday of each month with the exception of December, and that the summer recess should be limited to the month of July.

5. Care of Creation

COP 30 Members await details of the recommendations arrived at during the Conference which has just ended in Brazil but were disappointed that there appears to be no reference made to future policy on fossil fuel extraction.
Eco-Congregation Scotland Improvement in the financial position reported last month has faced a setback owing to the impact of an unexpected alteration to the timing of the revenue stream from the Crossreach project. The change, though contractually legal, has diminished the level of dependence placed on the project resulting in a postponement to the proposal to increase the administrative headcount for the time being.
Attention remains focussed on strengthening the regional networks. John S and fellow trustee Fintan Hurley (East Lothian) are researching the strengths and weaknesses of each network nationally.
As reported last month, John and Fintan are aiming to recruit more Catholic parishes into membership.

Award Scheme It was greed we should consider applying for an Eco-Congregation  Silver Award for the Parish. John S to determine the qualifying criteria. 

Primary Schools Initiatives We still have to discuss and agree a programme enabling pupils from our primary schools to deliver their initiatives on Care of Creation.
Incorporation of St John the Evangelist & St Thomas’ into Deanery Group. John S to contact the parish priest in each church to obtain reaction to the proposal.
Pilgrimage walks in 2026 It was agreed that we will organise virtual walks or walks during the summer.
6. Pre-Election Hustings In planning the next hustings meeting in the constituency in anticipation of the Holyrood elections which are planned to take place on 7th May 2026, it was pointed out that Eastwood House, which was the venue for the last meeting, may not be available since it is currently used to accommodate staff during refurbishment of the Council’s main offices. Alternatives are available but hiring cost is an important consideration. We may need to consider using the Church Hall.

7. AOB 
John S.has requested a meeting with Archbishop Nolan to discuss the future of Catholic parishes’ membership of Eco-Congregation Scotland and funding for Justice & Peace groups. 

John S. said that he submits a Justice & Peace activity report to the Pastoral Council and had received favourable reaction from the Council Chair as to our activity. He has also offered assistance in promoting our aims. He also said that the parish priest in each of our churches in the Deanery ought to receive copies of our minutes.
The meeting agreed with Monica’s suggestion that we ought to consider re-election of office bearers on an annual basis around April each year. 

Next Meetings -The last meeting of the year will be held on Tuesday 16th December 2025.
8. Closing The meeting closed with a prayer.
