Meeting of St. Joseph’s Justice & Peace Group, Clarkston

Minutes of Meeting held on 28th January 2024 in St. Joseph’s.
1.Opening

The meeting opened with a prayer provided by Micheal Carroll for Holocaust Memorial Day.
2.
Those Present  
Monica McAndrew, Michael Martin and John Hutcheson.  
Apologies 
John Seenan, Micheal Carroll, Charles Church, Neil Casey and Maire Patterson. 
3. 
Minutes of last meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

4. 
East Renfrewshire Eco Hub
After Polina’s talk with the group in November, we were invited to join the Eco Hub network. Monica has the application but at the time of the meeting, had not yet completed it. She stated that she would do so in the forthcoming week. 
She reminded the group, that it was a network for a variety of people and organisations for eco matters. The Eco Deanery group fits the remit to join the network. There is the possibility of applying for grants through the hub, but Monica noted we would need to have a specific initiative to apply. However, it could be something we could consider in the future if a grant is available at the time. 
5.  
Justice & Peace 
· Prayer & Reflection Service for war victims
John S has access to a range of prayers that may be appropriate. We still need to confirm a date with Father Dan for when the service can take place. Monica said it would be good if members of the group were willing to partake and read some of the prayers. The service may happen Feb/March time depending on availability and logistics. John H had checked out the SCIAF website for prayers, but nothing had jumped out immediately. He is willing to go back and look again if needed. It was stated that it may not be necessary if the current prayer selection was suitable.
Next Action: John S will reach out to Fr. Dan to arrange a suitable date to move forward. 
· Homeless Collections

The Salvation Army is the chosen charity for this collection. John S had asked if the group could pick a date for the collection. John H said 5th of March is Ash Wednesday and lent would be a good time for us to do the collection. The weekends of 8/9th or 15th/16th of March were proposed. 

The group stated that we would need to specify what items we want and when the van would be parked to collect items. This would prevent any storage in the hall.  

Micheal M spoke about the original collection being for the migrants who had nothing. 
John H said The Salvation Army would likely have a specific list we could work from for items. Once a date is selected, the group can confirm their availability. John H mentioned that the 16th is a Celtic V Rangers match, and this might affect availability and travel. 

Next Action: Decide what goods are to be collected; Confirm the date; Confirm when the van would be available and how many volunteers are required.  
J&P commission
Monica stated that the commission has introduced a new logo to be used as standard. She said she would update the bulletin slot image, webpage images and icon on the main parish website. The email also stated that this was the only logo to be used going forward. There was additional information about when using the words Justice & Peace Scotland. The ampersand is to be used as standard even when abbreviating to J&P. The only exception is when writing out Justice and Peace Scotland in a full sentence. 

This has been the only update from the commission currently.
Micheal M asked if the Dean of the commission had been replaced. He thought the name was Dan Sweeney. Micheal M said Dan was dynamic and seemed to be a good fit for the role. However, Dan no longer seemed active, and Micheal M hadn’t heard what had happened. Monica said she would research and get back to the group. 
6.  
Care of Creation

Care of Creation office
John S had sent that there had been no current meeting and therefore no changes. 

Eco congregation

John S had sent that the finances had currently stabilised but long term fixes would still need to be found.

Eco deanery group

Monica proposed that for the next meeting people pitch an idea for an initiative for this year. The group could vote on the initiative they feel would be most feasible. She said she would also post this on the WhatsApp group to give people time to consider ideas. 

John H has been liaising with the two primary schools in regards Eco matters. St. Joseph’s have been very busy recently with HMI and their 60th anniversary. There have been a variety of events held for former pupils and parents. However, John H said both schools are keen to encourage children to think about energy saving at home. By sending them home with ideas it would hopefully influence parents and family members to do small energy saving actions, e.g. turning down the thermostat, only filling the kettle as much as needed or closing doors in the house. Martin M said they used to have a leaflet that was used to show people ways to save fuel and were handed out at the end of mass. John H said the Energy Saving Trust might have something along those lines. He said he would investigate this and potentially use as his initiative proposal next month.
John H said the challenge would be choosing an initiative that had a measurable goal like the virtual Camino last year. Monica said her worry of repeating the virtual walk again was people may feel they had already completed it and wouldn’t be as popular again.  With the example of the energy saving leaflets, there may be a way of showing how performing a small energy saving action would result in a value of money saved and carbon footprint reduced. Each saving tip would have a different value. 
Monica said that with everyone proposing an idea, it would perhaps let someone bring forward an idea that they had been thinking about. Multiple ideas would also create the potential for one big initiative and a few small ones throughout the year, for group visibility.
7.    AOB
Assisted Dying Bill
Monica brought up the fact that the Assisted dying bill is now through the next stage in both Westminster and Scotland. She said the Scottish vote seemed to go through with very little media furore compared to the Westminster vote. John H said he receives the SPUC and Dignity with Dying emails and therefore he knows when the votes are coming up. It was highlighted that Blair MacDougall had voted against the bill and had sent replies to the emails sent to him from members of the group. John H said that it was clear that Mr MacDougall was weighing up both sides in the first email reply before the vote and had ultimately decided to vote ‘No’. John H went on to say it would be very important to make sure that Mr MacDougall’s mind was not changed. Especially if pressure was put on MPs from the Prime Minister if this was the new agenda to be pushed. The first vote was a free vote, and it is hopefully going to be the same in the next round. John H said he has had no replies from the emails that he has sent to MSPs and therefore is unsure of the feeling there. Martin M has found Mr MacDougall very social justice orientated. 
Monica has updated the webpage with links to both Westminster and Holyrood’s bill progression webpage for this issue. These pages show what stage the bill is at in each parliament and what stages are next. She highlighted the fact it seems that there are more steps in Westminster compared to Holyrood. These individual webpages are available for all current and past bills going through each parliament. They are a good resource to clearly see what is happening. 

John H brought up that the regular bulletin slot’s month’s focus has been the War in Gaza over the last several months. He asked, that since the war is currently at the stage where there is a tentative peace agreement, could we change the stated month’s focus to the assisted dying bill. The group agreed with the proposal as even with the continued hardships in Gaza, we would not be losing sight of it with the upcoming prayer service. Monica said the original idea was to change the ‘month’s focus’ after each meeting but owing to such large issues that had not happened. She was happy to change the focus with the groups agreement and speaking to John S as chair. 
Micheal M brought up the potential of inviting Blair MacDougall to a meeting at the church. This would give him an opportunity to state his stance on certain topics and for us to question him, e.g. sending arms to Isreal. Martin M feels Mr MacDougall may be sympathetic towards our view point. Monica suggested that it could be a parish wide event, and we could either discuss a range of topics or have a more focused issue. 

Monica asked that any updates that the group had about this issue could they email it to her or John S. If anyone wanted anything specific added to the regular bulletin slot to also let her know and she can have it added.
Conversion Therapy Ban 

Monica stated that the main update is that the bill that was passing through Holyrood seems to currently be paused. It was a more extreme bill and would have ultimately led to a ban on parents discussing gender/sexuality issues with their children. 
She said there is a small one that is going through Westminster. It is from a Conservative MP and is far less extreme in comparison to the Scottish one. It is more focussed on the actual issue of forced conversion, which is morally wrong to perform. It is not related to interfering with a family or faith. She said that it has been updated on the webpage. 
She said from research the Scottish government one has completely stalled and it was difficult to find any information on it. However she will continue to check to see if this changes. 

8.
Meeting Date for February 2025

The next meeting is on the 25th of February 2025.
